The international standard for interleukin-6. Evaluation in an international collaborative study.
Three ampouled preparations of interleukin-6 (IL-6) were evaluated by 12 laboratories in seven countries for their suitability to serve as the international standard of IL-6. The preparations were assayed using in vitro bioassays and immunoassays. On the basis of the results reported here, with the agreement of the participants in the study and with the authorization of the Expert Committee on Biological Standardization (ECBS) of the World Health Organization (WHO) one of the preparations (coded 89/548) was established as the international standard of IL-6.